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{ Brookhaven Lab Expert Helps Date Flute
Thought to be Oldest Playable Musical
1 Instrument

; Bone flute found in China at 9, 000—year-old
| Neolithic site
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Garman Harbottle, a chemist at the U S,
Department of Energy's Brookhaven
Mational Laboratory and membser of the
Jiahu research team, helped analyze data
from carbon-14 dating done in China on
materials taken from the site. "Jiahu has
the potential to be one of the most
significant and exciting early Neolithic sites
ever investigated," said Harbottle. "The
carbon dating was of crucial importance to
gi-N my Chinese colleagues in establishing the
2ruv| ageof the site and the relics found within
] it
#l The exquisitely-crafted flutes are all made
from the ulnae, or wing bones, of the red-
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